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(57) A proces for producing peptide derivatives of formula (1) or salts thereof : 



Ar. 



Ph 





OH 



CONHR 3 



(1) 
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to 



Q. 

LU 



which comprises condensation of peptide derivative of formula (2) : 
.Ph 



H,N 





N I .R 1 




OH y -R2 

CONHR 3 
with carboxylic acid of formula (3) : 
Ar^ 

^COOH (3), 
or condensation of a peptide derivative of formula (4) : 



(2) 
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CONHR 3 (4) 
with a protected amino acid of formula (5') : 



A 4 -N^ ^COOH 



X (5') 

wherein R 1 and R 2 are a lower alkyl group or hydrogen atom, R 3 is a lower alkyl group, X is a 
methylthiomethyl, methanesulfonylmethyl, carbamoylmethyl, or a lower alkyl group, Ar is an aryl or 
heteroaryl group, and A 4 is Ar-0-CH 2 -CO. 

The peptide derivatives and salts thereof are useful as the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 
protease inhibitors. 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention: 

5 The present invention relates to a process for producing peptide derivatives and salts thereof which are 

useful as human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) protease inhibitors. 

Description of the Related Art : 

10 Heretofore, various efforts have been performed for the therapy of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 

(AIDS) and prevention of infection of HIV by inhibiting the HIV protease. The present inventors have proposed 
peptide derivatives and salts thereof which inhibit the HIV protease [European Patent No. 490667]. The meth- 
ods for producing said peptide derivatives and salts thereof, however, have been expensive and/or required 
toxic reagents, for example, Bop reagent. 

15 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a convenient process for producing peptide derivatives 
and salts thereof which inhibit HIV protease without using expensive and/or toxic reagents. 
20 The object of the present invention has been attained by the following process for producing peptide der- 
ivatives represented by the following formula (1) and salts thereof: 



25 



30 




(wherein R 1 and R 2 represent a lower alkyl group or hydrogen atom, R 3 represents a lower alkyl group, X rep- 
resents methylthiomethyl, methanesulfonylmethyl, carbamoylmethyl, or a lower alkyl group, Ar represents an 
aryl group or a heteroaryl group); the process comprises a condensation reaction (step A) of a peptide deriv- 
35 ative represented by the formula (2): 



40 




45 

(wherein R 1 , R*, R 3 , and X are as defined above) with a carboxylic acid represented by the following formula 
(3): 

so XOOH (3) 



(wherein Ar is as defined above), or a condensation reaction (step B') of a peptide derivative represented by 
55 the following formula (4): 



3 



EP 0 574 135 A1 




CONHR 3 (4) 

(wherein R 1 , R 2 , and R 3 are as defined above) with a protected amino acid represented by the following formula 

(5'): 



A H 

A 4 -N v ^COOH 

X (5') 



(wherein A 4 represents an acyl group derived from the carboxylic acid represented by the formula (3), X is as 
defined above) which gives a peptide derivative represented by the formula (1). 

The object of the present invention also has been attained by the following process for producing peptide 
derivatives represented by the following formula (1) and salts thereof: 




(wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , X ? and Ar are defined above),which process comprises a condensation reaction (step C) 
of a protected amino acid represented by the following formula (6): 




COOH (6) 

(wherein R 1 and R 2 represents a lower alkyl group or hydrogen atom, A 1 represents an amino protective group) 
with an amine represented by the following formula (7): 

H 2 N-R 3 (7) 

(wherein R 3 represents a lower alkyl group) which gives a protected amino amide represented by the following 
formula (8): 




CONHR 3 (8) 



(wherein A 1 , R 1 , R 2 , and R 3 are as defined above), a deprotection reaction (step D) of said protected amino 
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amide which gives an amino amide represented by the following formula (9): 




CONHR 3 (9) 

(wherein R\ R 2 , and R 3 are as defined above), a condensation reaction (step E) of said amino amide with a 
protected amino acid represented by the following formula (10): 




(wherein A 2 represents an amino protective group) which gives a protected peptide represented by the following 
formula (11): 




CONHR 3 (11) 

(wherein A 2 , R 1 , R 2 , and R 3 are as defined above), a deprotection reaction (step F) of said protected peptide 
which gives a peptide represented by the following formula (4) 




CONHR 3 (4) 

(wherein R 1 , R 2 , and R 3 at® as de? if ;ed above), a condensation reaction (step B) of said peptide with a protected 
amino acid represented by the fallovwng famuFa (5): 



A 3 -N „COOH 

Y 

>< (5) 

(wherein A 3 represents an amino protective group, X represents methylthiomethyl, methanesulfonylmethyl, 
carbamoylmethyl, or a lower alkyl group) which gives a protected peptide represented by the following formula 
(12): 
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CONHR 3 (12) 

(wherein A 3 , R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , and X are as defined above), a deprotection reaction (step G) of said protected peptide 
which gives a peptide represented by the following formula (2): 




(wherein R 1 , R 2 , R 3 , and X are as defined above), and a condensation reaction (step A) of said peptide with a 
carboxylic acid represented by the following formula (3): 

cr xooh (3) 

(wherein Ar represents an aryl group or a heteroaryl group), or a condensation reaction(step B') of a peptide 
derivative represented by the following formula (4): 




CONHR 3 (4) 



(wherein R 1 , R 2 , and R 3 are as defined above) with a protected amino acid represented by the following formula 
(5'): 



A 4 -Nx^COOH 

X (5') 



(wherein A 4 and X are as defined above) which gives a peptide derivative represented by the formula (1) . 

Among the starting materials of the above process, a compound represented by formula (6) where 
represents ferf-butoxycarbonyl may be produced by cyclization of a compound represented by the folio 
formula(13): 



SH 




COOH (13) 
6 
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(wherein R 1 and R 2 are as defined above), or the salt thereof using formaldehyde and a subsequent one-pot 
amino-protection using di-terf-butyl dicarbonate (step I). 

In addition, a compound represented by the formula (5) wherein X represents methylthiomethyl and A 3 
5 represents ferf-butoxycarbonyl may be produced by methyiation of cysteine and a subsequent one-pot amino- 
protection using di-ferf-butyl dicarbonate (step II). 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

10 As a protective group of the present invention represented by A 1 , A 2 , and A 3 , amino protective groups which 

are generally used in peptide synthesis, for example p-methoxybenzyloxycarbonyl or ferf-butoxycarbonyl, may 
be used. As a lower alkyl group represented by R\ R 2 , R 3 , and X, there may be mentioned methyl, ethyl, propyl, 
isopropyl, n-butyl, seo-butyl, ferf-butyl, and amyl. As an aryl group represented by Ar, there may be mentioned 
phenyl, 1-naphthyl, 5-isoquinolyl, and 3-pyridyL 

15 The amino deprotection of the present invention may be carried out by acids, and the peptide bond for- 
mation may be carried out by a mixed-anhydride method, a carbodiimide-additive method, or an active-ester 
method. 

As the amino acid corresponding to the compound represented by the formula (6), there may be mentioned 
1 ,3-thiazolidine«4-carboxylic acid [H-Thz-OH] and 5,5-dimethyl-1 ,3-thiazolidine-4-carboxylic acid [H-Dtc-OH]. 

20 Any amino protective group which is removed under acidic condition may be used for the group represented 
by A 1 in the formula (6), however, ferf-butoxycarbonyl is preferred. Any lower alkyl group may be used for the 
group represented by R 3 in the formula (7) from the synthetic point of view, however, ferf-butyl is preferred 
for HIV protease inhibitory activity. 

As the condensation method of the step C, a mixed-anhydride method and an active-ester method are 

25 preferred. In the mixed-anhydride method, an acyl chloride (normally 1.0-1.5 eq) is added into a solution of 
the compound represented by the formula (6) in the presence of an organic amine (normally 1.0-1.5 eq) to 
form the mixed anhydride. As said acyl chloride, for example, isobutyl chloroformate, isopropyl chloroformate, 
and pivaloyl chloride may be used. As said organic amine, for example, triethylamine and N- methylmorpholine 
may be used. As the reaction solvent, for example, tetrahydrofuran [THF], dimethoxyethane, acetonitrile, ethyl 

30 acetate, Af,A/-dimethylfomamide [DMF], and the mixed solvent thereof may be used. The reaction temperature 
between - 20 and - 10 °C is preferred. 

In the active-ester method, a carbodiimide (normally 1 .0 - 1 .5 eq) is added into a solution of the compound 
represented by the formula (6) in the presence of a hydroxyl compound such as /V-hydroxy benzotriazole [HOBt] 
or W-hydroxysuccinimide [HOSu] (normally 1 .0 - 1 .5 eq) to form the active ester. Said reaction may be carried 

35 out in the presence of an organic amine such as pyridine. As said carbodiimide, for example, N,N- dicyclohex- 
ylcarbodiimide [DCC] and 1-ethyl-3-(3-N,N-dimethylaminopropyl) carbodiimide [EDC] may be used, and the 
economically cheaper DCC is more preferred. As the reaction solvent, for example, THF, dioxane, dichloro- 
methane, chloroform, acetonitrile, DMF, and the mixed solvent thereof may be used. The reaction temperature 
between 0 and 30 °C is preferred. 

40 The mixed anhydride or the active ester obtained by the above operation is reacted with the amine rep- 

resented by the formula (7). The reaction mixture of said mixed anhydride orthe active ester may be used with- 
out isolation. Normally 1-5 equivalent of said amine may be used, and excess amount of said amine, especially 
more than 2 equivalent, may preferably be used to raise the yield. The reaction temperature between - 20 and 
30 °C is preferred and that between - 10 and 15 °C is more preferred. The compound represented by the for- 

45 mula (8) is obtained by the usual work-up after completion of the reaction. 

The deprotection of the step D is easily performed under an acidic condition. As the acid, for example, 
hydrogen chloride, hydrogen bromide, trif luoroacetic acid, methanesulfonic acid, and toluenesulfonic acid (nor- 
mally 2-20 eq) may be used. As the reaction solvent, for example, methanol, dioxane, dichloromethane, acetic 
acid, formic acid, acetonitrile, ethyl acetate, and the mixed solvent thereof may be used. Said acid, amount of 

50 the acid, and said solvent may be chosen according to the protective group represented by A 1 . The compound 
represented by the formula (9) is produced as the corresponding ammonium-type salt, and said salt may be 
neutralized with a ferf-amine such as triethylamine or W-methylmorpholine in the solvent of the subsequent 
step D. The compound represented by the formula (9) may also be used after isolation by alkaline work-up. 
As the condensation method of the step E, a carbodiimide-additive method is preferred. To a solution or 

55 suspension of the compound represented by the formula (9), the compound represented by the formula (10) 
(normally 0.8 - 1.2 eq, more preferably 0.9 - 1.1 eq) and an additive of the carbodiimide-additive method (nor- 
mally 0.2 - 1.2 eq, more preferably 0.8 - 1.1 eq) in a reaction solvent, a carbodiimide (normally 1.0-1.5 eq, 
more preferably 1.0 - 1 .2 eq) is added and reacts. Any amino protective group which is removed under acidic 
conditions may be used for the group represented by A 2 in the formula (10), however, ferf-butoxycarbonyl is 

7 
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preferred. As said additive, a hydroxyl compound such as HOBt, HOSu, N-hydroxy-5-norbornene-2,3-dicar- 
boximide [HONb], or 3-hydroxy-4-oxo-3,4-dihydro-1,2,3-benzotriazine may be used, however, HOBt and 
HOSu are more preferred. As the reaction solvent, for example, THF, dioxane, acetonitrile, chloroform, dichloro- 

5 methane, DMF, and the mixed solvent thereof may be used. As said carbodiimide, for example, DCCand EDC 
may be used, and teh economically cheaper DCC is more preferred. The reaction temperature between 0 and 
30 °C is preferred. The compound represented by the formula (11) is obtained by the usual work-up after com- 
pletion of the reaction. Purification, for example, by silica-gel column chromatography may be performed. 
The deprotection of the step F is easily performed under an acidic condition similarly to that in the step 

10 D. As the acid, for example, hydrogen chloride, hydrogen bromide, trrf luoroacetic acid, methanesulfonic acid, 
and toluenesulfonic acid (normally 2 - 20 eq) may be used. As the reaction solvent, for example, methanol, 
dioxane, dichloromethane, acetic acid, formic acid, acetonitrile, ethyl acetate, and the mixed solvent thereof 
may be used. Said acid, amount of the acid, and said solvent may be chosen according to the protective group 
represented by A 2 . The compound represented by the formula (4) is produced as the corresponding ammoni- 

15 um-type salt, and said salt may be neutralized with a fert-amine such as triethylamine or /V-methylmorpholine 
in the solvent of the subsequent step F to use. The compound represented by the formula (4) may also be 
used after isolation by alkaline workup. 

As the condensation method of the step B, a carbodiimide-additive method or an active-ester method is 
preferred. In the carbodiimide-additive method, a carbodiimide (normally 1.0-1.5 eq, more preferably 1.0 - 

20 1.2 eq) is added to a solution or suspension of the compound represented by the formula (4), the compound 
represented by the formula (5) (normally 1.0 - 1.2 eq) and an additive of the carbodiimide-additive method 
(normally 0.2 - 1.2 eq, more preferably 0.8 - 1.1 eq) in a reaction solvent to react. As the amino acid corre- 
sponding to the compound represented by the formula (5), there may be mentioned met hylthioala nine [H-Mta- 
OH], methanesulfonylalanine [H-Msa-OH], asparagine [H-Asn-OH], valine [H-Val-OH], isoleucine [H-lle-OH], 

25 and alanine [H-Ala-OH], Any amino protective group which is removed under acidic condition may be used for 
the group represented by A 3 in the formula (5), however, terf- butoxycarbonyl is preferred. As said additive, a 
hydroxyl compound such as HOBt, HOSu, HONb, or p-nitrophenol [HONp] may be used. As the reaction sol- 
vent, for example, THF, dioxane, acetonitrile, chloroform, dichloromethane, DMF, and the mixed solvent thereof 
may be used. As said carbodiimide, for example, DCC and EDC may be used, and the economically cheaper 

30 DCC is more preferred. A reaction temperature between 0 and 30 °C is preferred. The compound represented 
by the formula (1 2) is obtained by the usual work-up after completion of the reaction. Purification, for example, 
by silica-gel column chromatography or recrystallization may be performed. 

In the active-ester method, a carbodiimide (normally 1 .0 - 1 .5 eq) is added into a solution of the compound 
represented by the formula (5) in the presence of a hydroxyl compound such as HOBt, HOSu, HONb, or HONp 

35 (normally 1 .0 - 1 .5 eq) to form the active ester. Said reaction may be carried out in the presence of an organic 
amine such as pyridine. Said active ester is obtained by the usual work-up after the completion of the reaction. 
As said carbodiimide, for example, DCC and EDC may be used, and the economically cheaper DCC is more 
preferred. As the reaction solvent, for example, THF, dioxane, dichloromethane, chloroform, acetonitrile, DMF, 
and the mixed solvent thereof may be used. A reaction temperature between 0 and 30 °C is preferred. 

40 Said active ester is reacted with the compound represented by the formula (4) in the presence of amine 

such as triethylamine or /V-methylmorpholine (normally 1.0-1.5 eq). The presence of a hydroxyl compound 
such as HOBt or HOSu (normally 0.5 - 1.5 eq) is more preferred. As the reaction solvent, for example, THF, 
dioxane, dichloromethane, chloroform, acetonitrile, DMF, dimethyl sulfoxide, and the mixed solvent thereof 
may be used. A reaction temperature between 0 and 30 °C is preferred. The compound represented by the 

45 formula (12) is obtained- by the usual work-up after the completion of the reaction. Purification, for example, 
by silica-g?* column chromatography or recrystallization may be performed. 

The dej-tfotectiGn of fchevrtsp & is easily performed under an acidic condition similarly to that in the step 
D. As- the tfcid, for exasripte, hyiFr^-achloride, hydrogen bromide, trifluoroacetic acid, methanesulfonic acid, 
and tofattResutfonte arid (normally '2 •• 2t>eq>raay be used. As the reaction solvent, for example, methanol, 

fc) dtexane, dscftteornethane r acetic acid, formic zchi Y aeatonUtfa, ethyl acetate, and the mixed solvent thereof 
may sAsed„ Sa?d add, emoimi of the actd„and'££id solvent may be chosen according to the protective group 
represented by A 3 . The compound represented by the formula (2) is produced as the corresponding ammoni- 
um -type salt, and said satt may be neutrai&ed with a terJ-amine such as triethylamine or A/-methylmorpholine 
m the solvent of the subsequent step A. The compound represented by the formula (2) may also be used after 

55 isolation by alkaline workup. 

As the condensation method of the step A, a carbodiimide-additive method is preferred. To a solution or 
suspension of the compound represented by the formula (2), the compound represented by the formula (3) 
(normally 1.0 -1.2 eq), an additive of the carbodiimide-additive method (normally 0.2 - 1.2 eq, more preferably 
0.8- 1.1 eq) in a reaction solvent, a carbodiimide (normally 1.0- 1.5 eq, more preferably 1 .0 - 1.2 eq) is added 

8 



EP 0 574 135 A1 



to react. As said compound represented by the formula (3), there may be mentioned 1-naphtyloxyacetic acid 
[Noa-OH], 5-isoquinolyloxyacetic acid [Qoa-OH], or 3-Pyridyloxyacetic acid [Pyoa-OH]. As said additive, a hy- 
droxyl compound such as HOBt, HOSu, HONb, or HONp may be used, however, HOBt and HOSu are more 

5 preferred. As the reaction solvent, for example, THF, dioxane, acetonitrile, chloroform, dichloromethane, DMF, 
and the mixed solvent thereof may be used. As said carbodiimide, for example, DCC and EDC may be used, 
and the economically cheaper DCC is more preferred. The reaction temperature between 0 and 30 °C is pre- 
ferred. The compound represented by the formula (1) is obtained by the usual workup after completion of the 
reaction. Purification, for example, by silica-gel column chromatography or recrystallization may be performed. 

10 In the present invention, the compound represented by the formula (1) may be obtained from the com- 

pound represented by the formula (4) by performing condensation step B\ instead of earring out steps B,G 
and A. 

As the condensation method of step B\ for example, a carbodiimide-additive method is preferred. To a 
solution or suspension of the compound represented by the formula (4), the compound represented by the 

15 formula (5*) wherein the amino protective group A 4 represents an acyl group derived from the carboxylic acid 
represented by the formula (3) (normally 1.0-1.2 eq), an additive of the carbodiimide-additive method (nor- 
mally 0.2 - 1 .2 eq, more preferably 0.8-1.1 eq) in a reaction solvent, and a carbodiimide (normally 1 .0 - 1 .5 
eq, more preferably 1 .0 - 1 .2 eq) is added and reacts. As said compound represented by the formula (5'), there 
may be mentioned A/-(5-isoquinolyloxyacetyl)methylthioalanine, A/-(5-isoquinolyloxyacetyl)methanesulfonyla- 

20 lanine, A/-(5-isoquinolyloxyacetyl)asparagine, A/-(5-isoquinolyloxyacetyl)valine, A/-(5-isoquinolyloxyacetyl)iso- 
leucine, A/-(5-isoquinolyloxyacetyl)alanine, A/-(1-naphthoxyacetyl)methylthioalanine, A/-(1-naphthoxyace- 
tyl)methanesulfonylalanine, A/-(1-naphthoxyacetyl)asparagine, A/-(1-naphthoxyacetyl)valine, A/-(1-naphthox- 
yacetyl)isoleucine, A/-(1-naphthoxyacetyl)alanine, A/-(3-pyridyloxyacetyl)methylthioalanine, A/-(3-pyridylox- 
yacetyl)methanesulfonylalanine, /V-(3-pyridyloxyacetyl)asparagine, N-(3-pyridyloxyacetyl)valine, A/-(3-pyridy- 

25 loxyacetyl)isoleucine, A/-(3-pyridyloxyacetyl)alanine. As said additive, a hydroxyl compound such as HOBt, 
HOSu, HONb, or HONp may be used. As the reaction solvent, for example, THF, dioxane, acetonitrile, chloro- 
form, dichloromethane, DMF, and the mixed solvent thereof may be used. As said carbodiimide, for example, 
DCC and EDC may be used, and the economically cheaper DCC is more preferred. The reaction temperature 
betweenOand 30°Cis preferred. The compound represented by the formula (1) is obtained bythe usual work- 

30 up after completion of the reaction. Purification, for example, by silica-gel column chromatography or recrys- 
tallization may be performed. 

The compound represented by the formula (1 ) may be purified by crystallization of the corresponding acid- 
addition salt when Ar is a basic heteroaryl group. The compound represented by the formula (1) is mixed with 
a protic acid in a solvent and the salt is crystallized upon standing or cooling. Recrystallization and/or desalting 

35 by alkaline work-up may also be performed. As said protic acid, there may be mentioned hydrogen chloride, 
acetic acid, propionic acid, butyric acid, valeric acid, pivalic acid, succinic acid, maleic acid, fumaric acid, mal- 
onic acid, glutaric acid, benzoic acid, salicylic acid, cinnamic acid, tartaric acid, citric acid, methanesulfonic 
acid, or toluenesulfonic acid. As said solvent, for example, ethanol, propanoi, isopropanol, acetone, ethyl acet- 
ate, and the mixed solvent thereof may be used. 

40 In the process of the present invention, the compound represented by the formula (1) may be stereospe- 

cif ically obtained with little epimerization when optically active compounds represented by the formula (6), (10), 
(5) and (5') are used as the starting materials. Any stereo-isomer is used as said starting material, however, 
the preferred configuration for the HIV protease inhibitory activity is as follows: R (L) for the compound rep- 
resented by the formula (6); (2S,3S) for the compound represented by the formula (10); R (L) for methytth- 

45 ioalanine and methanesulfonylalanine derivatives among the compound represented by the formula (5) and 
(5'); S (L) for asparagine, valine, isoleucine, and alanine derivatives among the compound represented by t he- 
formula (5) and (5'). 

Among said starting materials, the compound represented by the formula (6) wherein A 1 r.vpressnh teri- 
butoxycarbonyl may be produced by the step I, and the compound represented by ' x e f< - ula (5) wherem X 
50 represents methylthiomethyl and A 3 represents tert- butoxycarbonyl may be prodL t : >&p !k 

In the step I, formaldehyde (at least 1 .0 eq, preferably 1 .2 - 2.0 eq) is added to ; ]ueous solution of the 
compound represented by the formula (1 3) or salt thereof to cyclize. As the compoui . trvBsertisa by the t'n ■ 
mula (13), for example, cysteine or penicillamine may be used. Formalin may prefc .. iy ceiled as the-* for- 
maldehyde source. The reaction temperature between - 10 and 50 °C is preferred ararftftat between 0 arvf 30 
55 °c is more preferred. The completion of the cyclization reaction may be detected, for example, by TLC. 

To the reaction mixture obtained above, di-ferf-butyl dicarbonate (normally 1 .0 - 1 .5 eq) is added to react. 
The reaction may preferably be carried out under neutral or slight basic condition by addition of a base such 
as triethylamine, /V-methylmorpholine, sodium hydroxide, or potassium hydroxide. The presence of a polar or- 
ganic solvent such as THF or dioxane is also preferred. The reaction temperature between - 10 and 50 °C is 

9 
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preferred and that between 0 and 30 °C is more preferred. 

Acidification of the above reaction mixture gives the compound represented by the formula (6) wherein 
A 1 represents ferf-butoxycarbonyl. As the acid for said acidification, a water soluble organic acid such as citric 

5 acid or mineral acid such as hydrochloric acid may be used and hydrochloric acid is cheap and more preferable. 
Before the acidification, the organic solvent used may preferably be distilled off and the resultant aqueous sol- 
ution may preferably be washed with an organic solvent such as toluene, ethyl acetate, or ether. The compound 
represented by the formula (6) wherein A 1 represents ferf-butoxycarbonyl may be isolated by crystallization 
from the aqueous mixture obtained above or extraction with an organic solvent such as toluene, ethyl acetate, 

10 or ether. The compound represented by the formula (6) wherein A 1 represents ferf-butoxycarbonyl may be ob- 
tained as optically active form without racemization from the optically active compound represented by the for- 
mula (13). 

In the step II, cysteine or its salt is neutralized by alkali such as sodium hydroxide and reacted with methyl 
halide (normally more than 1.0 eq, preferably 1 .0 - 1.1 eq), such as methyl iodide, in an aqueous solvent. An 

15 organic solvent such as THF, dioxane, or ether may be preferably used as a co-solvent. The reaction temper- 
ature between - 10 and 50 °C is preferred and that between 0 and 30 °C is more preferred. The completion 
of the methylation reaction may be detected, for example, by TLC. 

To the reaction mixture obtained above, di-ferf-butyl dicarbonate (normally 1 .0 - 1 .5 eq) is added to react. 
The reaction may preferably be carried out under neutral or slight basic condition by addition of a base such 

20 as triethylamine, W-methylmorpholine, sodium hydroxide, or potassium hydroxide. The presence of a polar or- 
ganic solvent such as THF or dioxane is also preferred. The reaction temperature between - 10 and 50 °C is 
preferred and that between 0 and 30 °C is more preferred. 

Acidification of the above reaction mixture gives the compound represented by the formula (5) wherein X 
represents methylthiomethyl and A 3 represents ferf-butoxycarbonyl. As the acid for said acidification, a water 

25 soluble organic acid such as citric acid or mineral acid such as hydrochloric acid may be used and hydrochloric 
acid is cheap and more preferable. Before the acidification, the organic solvent used may preferably be distilled 
off and the resultant aqueous solution may preferably be washed with an organic solvent such as toluene, ethyl 
acetate, or ether. The compound represented by the formula (5), wherein X represents methylthiomethyl and 
A 3 represents ferf-butoxycarbonyl, may be isolated by crystallization from the aqueous mixture obtained above 

30 or extraction with an organic solvent such as toluene, ethyl acetate, or ether. Said extract may be preferably 
washed with a solution of a reducing agent such as sodium bisulfite or sodium thiosulfate. The compound rep- 
resented by the formula (5), wherein X represents methylthiomethyl and A 3 represents ferf-butoxycarbonyl , 
may be obtained in an optically active form without racemization from optically active cysteine. 

The present invention will be illustrated in more detail with reference to the following examples, which 

35 should not be construed to be limiting to the scope of the invention. 

Example 1 

To a solution of 20.00 g (114 mmol) of L-cysteine hydrochloride monohydrate in 60 ml of water, 12 ml (1.4 
40 eq) of 37% formalin containing 8% methanol was added and the resultant mixture was stirred for 6 h at room 
temperature. To this, 76 ml (2.0 eq) of 3 N NaOH aqueous solution and a solution of 27.4 g (1 .1 eq) of di-ferf- 
butyl dicarbonate in 60 ml of THF were added and the mixture was stirred for 2 h. After addition of 8 ml (0.2 
eq) of 3 N NaOH aqueous solution, the reaction mixture was stirred overnight at room temperature, concen- 
trated to remove THF under reduced pressure, washed with 80 ml of toluene, acidified by 23 ml of 6 N hydro- 
45 chloric acid, and extracted with 160 ml of ethyl acetate. The organic extract was concentrated under reduced 
pressure, dried by toluene azeotrope, and crystallized in hexane to give 25.37 g (Y. 95.3%) of (K)-3-ferf- bu- 
toxycarbonyl-1,3-thiazolidine-4-carboxylic acid [BooThz-OH]. 
1 H NMR (CDCI 3 ): 5 1.48 (s, 9H), 3.31 (bs, 2H), 4.3 - 4.9 (m, 3H), 8.27 (b, 1 H). 

50 Example 2 

To a solution of 125.0 g (712 mmol) of L-cysteine hydrochloride monohydrate in 250 ml of water, 475 ml 
(2.0 eq) of 3 N NaOH aqueous solution and a solution of 106.1 g (1.05 eq) of iodomethane in 250 ml of THF 
were added successively under ice cooling. After stirring for 2 h at that temperature, 250 ml (1.05 eq) of 3 N 
55 NaOH aqueous solution and a solution of 170.9 g (1.1 eq) of di-ferf-butyl dicarbonate in 250 ml of THF were 
added and the mixture was stirred for 3.5 h at room temperature. After addition of 48 ml (0.2 eq) of 3 N NaOH 
aqueous solution, the resultant mixture was stirred for 1 5 h at room temperature, concentrated to remove THF 
under reduced pressure, washed with 500 ml of toluene, acidified by 140 ml of 6 N hydrochloric acid, and ex- 
tracted with 1 000 ml of ethyl acetate. The organic extract was washed with 500 ml of 5% NaCI aqueous solution 
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containing 0.5% NaHS0 3 , concentrated under reduced pressure, dried by toluene azeotrope, and crystallized 
in hexane to give 159.7 g (Y. 95%) of (fl)-2-(N-tert-butoxycarbonylamino)-3- methylthiopropanoic acid [Boc- 
Mta-OH]. 

5 iH NMR (CDCI 3 ): 5 1.46 (s, 9H), 2.16 (s, 3H), 2.99 (m, 2H), 4.55 (m, 1H), 5.39 (m, 1H), 8.79 (b, 1H). 
Example 3 
[Process 1] 

10 

To a solution of 25.0 g (107 mmol) of (/?)-3-fert-butoxycarbonyl-1,3-thiazolidine-4-carboxylic acid [Boc- 
Thz-OH: (R) configuration unless otherwise noted] in 200 ml of THF, 12.3 g (107 mmol) of A/-hydroxysccinimide 
[HOSu] and 24.3 g (118 mmol) of A/,A/-dicyclohexylcarbodiimide [DCC] were added successively under ice 
cooling. After stirring for 1 h, 56.2 ml (535 mmol) of terf-butylamine was added under ice cooling and the re- 
ts action mixture was stirred for 1 h and filtered. The precipitates were washed with 200 ml of THF and the com- 
bined THF solution was concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was dissolved in 200 ml of ethyl 
acetate, washed with 5% citric acid aqueous solution, and filtered. The organic solution was washed with 5% 
citric acid aqueous solution, 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution, and saturated NaCI aqueous solution successively, 
dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was crystallized by addition of 400 
20 ml of hexane to give 22.8 g (Y. 74%) of Boc-Thz-NH-tBu. 

1 H NMR (CDCI3, 270 MHz): 6 1.35 (s, 9H), 1.49 (s, 9H), 3.20 (b, 1H), 3.36 (b, 1H), 4.35 (bd, 1H), 4.53 (b, 1H), 
4.65 (d,9.2 Hz, 1H), 5.96 (b, 1H). 

HPLC: 19.5 min (column: YMC AM-302, 4.6 x 150; eluting solution A: 0.1% trifluoroaceetic acid aqueous sol- 
ution; eluting solution B: acetonitrile; linear gradient 1 00% A to 1 00% B for 30 min; flow rate: 1 .0 ml/min). 

25 

[Process 2] 

To 6.49 g (22.5 mmol) of Boc-Thz-NH-tBu, 8.45 ml (67.6 mmol) of 8 M solution of methanesulfonic acid in 
acetonitrile was added under ice cooling. After stirring for 5 min under ice cooling and for 40 min at room tem- 
30 perature, 70 ml of dichloromethane and 100 ml of 1 N NaOH aqueous solution were added under ice cooling 
to extract the product. The resultant dichloromethane solution was washed with water, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and 
concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was crystallized by addition of 50 ml of hexane to give 3.50 
g (Y. 83%) of H-Thz-NH-tBu. 

1 H NMR(CDCI 3 , 270 MHz): 8 1.35 (s, 9H), 2.37 (b, 1H), 3.08 (dd, 10.8 Hz, 7.6 Hz, 1H), 3.43 (dd, 10.8 Hz, 4.6 
35 Hz, 1H), 3.95 (d, 9.8 Hz, 1H), 4.0 (m, 1H), 4.22 (d, 9.8 Hz, 1H), 6.88 (b, 1H). 
HPLC: 10.1 min (condition: see process 1). 

[Process 3] 

40 To a solution of 3.22 g (10.9 mmol) of (2S,3S)-3-N-ter^butoxycarbonylamino-2- hydroxy-4-phenytbutanoic 

acid [Boc-AHPBA-OH: (2S,3S) configuration unless otherwise noted] and 2.26 g (12.0 mmol) of H-Thz-NH- 
tBu in 30 ml of DMF, 1.48 g (9.7 mmol) of 1-hydroxybenzotriazol [HOBt] monohydrate and 2.70 g (13.1 mmol) 
of DCC were added successively under ice cooling. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature over- 
night, filtered to remove N, N -dicyclohexylurea, and concentrated under reduced pressure. To the residure, 50 

45 ml of ethyl acetate and 50 ml of 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution were added and the resultant mixture was stirred 
for 3 hand filtered. The organic layer was washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution, 5% citric acid aqueous 
solution, and saturated NaCI aqueous solution succesively, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and concentrated under re- 
duced preeaum The residue was purified by silica-gel column chromatography (chloroform - methanol) to give 
5.07 g (Y. 100%) of Boc-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu. 

00 HPLC: 21.8 mm (conditions see process 1). 

Process- 4} 

To 5.07 g (1 0,9 mmol) of Boc-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu, 27.3 ml (109 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane was 
55 added under ice cooling, and the reaction mixture was stirred for 2 h, concentrated under reduced pressure, 
and dissolved in 50 ml of DMF. To this, 1.52 ml (10.9 mmol) of triethylamine, 2.56 g (10.9 mmol) of (R)-2-N- 
ferf-butoxycarbonylamino-3- methylthiopropanoic acid [Boc-Mta-OH: {R) configuration unless otherwise not- 
ed], 1 .67 g (1 0.9 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate and 2.47 g (1 2.0 mmol) of DCC were added successively under 
ice cooling. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature overnight, filtered to remove A/,A/'-dicyclo- 
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hexylurea, and concentrated under reduced pressure. To the residure, 100 ml of 5% citric acid aqueous solution 
was added and precipitates formed were collected by filtration. The precipitates were washed with 5% citric 
acid aqueous solution, 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution, and water succesively, dried under reduced pressure, 
5 dissolved in 200 ml of hot THF, and filtered. The filtrate was concentrated under reduced pressure and residue 
was crystallized by addition of ether to give 5.1 5 g (Y. 81%) of Boc-Mta-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu. 
HPLC: 22.0 min (condition: see process 1). 

[Process 5] 

10 

To 2.00 g (3.44 mmol) of Boc- Mta- AH P B A-Thz- N H-tBu , 1 7.2 ml (68.7 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane 
was added under ice cooling, and the reaction mixture was stirred for 2 h, concentrated under reduced pres- 
sure, and dissolved in 20 ml of DMF. To this, 0.48 ml (3.44 mmol) of triethylamine, 0.91 g (4.47 mmol) of 5- 
isoquinolyloxyacetic acid [Qoa-OH], 0.53 g (3.44 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate and 0.92 g (4.47 mmol) of DCC 

15 were added successively under ice cooling. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature overnight, 
filtered to remove MAT-dicyclohexylurea, and concentrated under reduced pressure. To the residure, 100 ml 
of 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution was added and extracted with 1 00 ml of ethyl acetate. The organic layer was 
washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution and saturated NaCI aqueous solution succesively, dried under 
dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was crystallized by addition of hex- 

20 ane to give 2.24 g (Y. 95%) of Qoa- Mta- AH PB A-Th z- N H - tB u . 

HPLC: 14.0 min (column: YMC AM-302, 4.6 x 150; eluting solution A: 0.1% trifluoroaceetic acid aqueous sol- 
ution; eluting solution B: acetonitrile; linear gradient: 20% B to 80% B for 30 min; flow rate: 0.7 ml/min). 

[Process 6] 

25 

To a solution of 101 mg (147 mmol) of Qoa- Mta-AHPB A-Thz- NH-tBu in 700 ml of ethanol, 300 ml (150 
mmol) of 0.5 M solution of acetic acid in ethanol was added. After standing at room temperature for 3 days, 
the corresponding acetate salt was obtained by centrifugation. 

30 Example 4 

To a solution of 5.0 g (21 .4 mmol) of Boc-Thz-OH in 30 ml of THF, 3.28 g (21 .4 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate 
and 4.86 g (23.6 mmol) of DCC were added successively under ice cooling. After stirring for 1.5 h, a solution 
of 6.8 ml (65 mmol) of ferf- but ylamine in 20 ml of THF was added under ice cooling and the reaction mixture 

35 was stirred for 2 h and filtered. To the filtrate, 50 ml of toluene and 50 ml of 5% citric acid aqueous solution 
were added, and the resultant mixture was stirred and filtered. The organic layer was washed with 5% citric 
acid aqueous solution, 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution, and saturated NaCI aqueous solution successively, dried 
over Na 2 S0 4 , and concentrated under reduced pressure. The residue was crystallized by addition of 100 ml 
of hexane to give 4.92 g (Y. 80%) of Boc-Thz-NH-tBu which was converted to Qoa- Mta-AHPB A-Thz-NH-tBu 

40 by a similar method the processes 2 - 5 of the Example 3. 

Example 5 

To a solution of 3.0 g (1 2.9 mmol) of Boc-Thz-OH and 2.1 5 ml (1 5.5 mmol) of trie vlsmine in 25 nil of DMF, 
45 2.02 ml (15.5 mmol) of isobutyl chloroformate was added dropwise at - 15 °C. After "tring for 10 min at that 
temperature, 4.06 ml (38.7 mmol) of tert- butyl amine was added. The reaction mixtu* ■ss s& rod" fee 10 min 
at that temperature and 100 min under ice cooling, concentrated under reduced pressure, d'Anted wMt: 50ml 
of ethyl acetate, washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution, 5% citric scid aqjeous solution, and s^tarc^f 
NaCI aqueous solution successively, dried over Na 2 S0 4l and evapc \ec »ndsr reduced ,\ usswe to qcv& 
50 g (Y. 84%) of Boc-Thz-NH-tBu which was converted to Qoa-Mta-AH Vi'hz-NH-t&u by a ssmilsr retried w'Aii 
processes 2 - 5 of Example 3. 

Example 6 

55 To a solution of 3.0 g (12.9 mmol) of Boc-Thz-OH and 1.97 ml (14.2 mmol) of triethylamine in 30 ml of DMF, 

1.75 ml (14.2 mmol) of pivaloyl chloride was added dropwise at - 20 °C. After stirring for 15 min at that tem- 
perature, 4.06 ml (38.7 mmol) of ferf- butylamine was added. The reaction mixture was allowed to warm to room 
temperature during 4 h with stirring. A similar work-up with that of Example 5 gave 3.53 g (Y. 95%) of Boc- 
Thz-NH-tBu which was converted to Qoa- Mta-AHPB A-Thz- NH-tBu by a similar method with processes 2 - 5 
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of Example 3. 
Example 7 

5 

To 3.25 g (11.3 mmol) of Boc-Thz-NH-tBu, 15 ml (195 mmol) of trif luoroacetic acid was added under ice 
cooling and the resultant mixture was stirred at that temperature for 30 min and evaporated. The residue was 
washed with hexane by decantation and partitioned between chloroform and 1 N NaOH aqueous solution. The 
organic layer was dried over Na 2 S0 4 and evaporated under reduced pressure to give 2.00 g (Y. 94%) of H- 
10 Thz-NH-tBu which was converted to Qoa-Mta-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu by a similar method with processes 3-5 
of Example 3. 

Example 8 

15 To a solution of 5.00 g (17.4 mmol) of Boc-Thz-NH-tBu in 23.7 ml of acetonitrile-dichloromethane (1:6), 

3.39 ml (52.1 mmol) of methanesulfonic acid was added. After stirring at room temperature for 1.5 h, 30 ml of 
dichloromethane and 26 ml (52 mmol) of 2 N NaOH aqueous solution were added under ice cooling to extract 
the product. The organic layer was washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution and saturated NaCI aqueous 
solution successively, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and evaporated under reduced pressure. The residue was triturated 

20 in 50 ml of hexane to give 2.86 g (Y. 88%) of H-Thz-NH-tBu which was converted to Qoa-Mta-AHPBA-Thz- 
NH-tBu by a similar method with processes 3 - 5 of Example 3. 

Example 9 

25 To 1.96 g (6.8 mmol) of Boc-Thz-NH-tBu, 17 ml (68 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane was added under 
ice cooling. After stirring for 30 min, the reaction mixture was concentrated under reduced pressure and the 
residue was dissolved in 60 ml of DMF. To the resultant solution, 0.95 ml (6.8 mmol) of triethylamine, 1.80 g 
(6.8 mmol) of Boc-AHPBA-OH, 1.00 g (7.5 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate, and 1.56 g (8.2 mmol) of 1-ethyl-3- 
(3-A/,A/-dimethylaminopropyl)carbodiimide [EDC] hydrochloride were added successively under ice cooling. 

30 The reaction mixture was allowed to warm to room temperature and stirred overnight, and concentrated under 
reduced pressure. The residure was dissolved in ethyl acetate, washed with 5% citric acid aqueous solution, 
5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution, and saturated NaCI aqueous solution succesively, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and 
evaporated under reduced pressure to give 2.69 g (Y. 87%) of Boc-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu which was converted 
to Qoa-Mta-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu by a similar method with a processes 4 - 5 of the Example 3. 

35 

Example 10 
[Process 1] 

40 To 2.00 g (4.3 mmol) of Boc-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu, 4.30 ml (1 7.2 mmol) of 4 M methanesulfonic acid solution 

in chloroform-acetonitrile (1:1) was added under ice cooling. After stirring for 30 min, the reaction mixture was 
diluted with 10 ml of DMF. To the resultant solution, 2.51 ml (18 mmol) of triethylamine, 1.01 g (4.30 mmol) of 
Boc-Mta-OH, 0.658 g (4.30 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate, and 0.907 g (4.73 mmol) of EDC hydrochloride were 
added successively under ice cooling. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature overnight and di- 

45 luted with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution. The precipitates formed were collected by filtration and washed with 
water. A subsequent re-precipitation from D M F-D MS O- water gave 1.90 g (Y. 76%) of Boc-Mta-AHPBA-Thz- 
NH-tBu. 

[Process 2] 

50 

To a suspension of 100 mg (0.17 mmol) of Boc-Mta-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu in 0.2 ml of acetonitrile-dichloro- 
methane (1:1), 67 u.1 (1.03 mmol) of methanesulfonic acid was added. After stirring for 30 min, the reaction 
mixture was diluted with 0.3 ml of DMF. To the resultant mixture, 14.3 fil (1.03 mmol) of triethylamine, 35 mg 
(0.17 mmol) of Qoa-OH, 23 mg (0.1 7 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate, and 40 mg (0.21 mmol) of EDC hydrochlor- 
55 ide were added successively under ice cooling. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature overnight, 
diluted with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution, and extracted with ethyl acetate. The organic layer was evaporated 
under reduced pressure and the residue was crystalized by addition of hexane to give 94 mg (Y 80%) of Qoa- 
Mta-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu. 
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Example 11 
[Process 1] 

5 

To a solution of 20.0 g (85.1 mmol) of Boc-Mta-OH, 9.79 g (85.1 mmol) of HOSu, and 0.67 ml (8.5 mmol) 
of pyridine in 100 ml of THF, 21.0 g (102 mmol) of DCC was added under ice cooling. After stirring at room 
temperature for 15 h, the reaction mixture was filtered to remove AlAT-dicyclohexylurea, and concentrated un- 
der reduced pressure. To the residure, 200 ml of 2-propanol was added to crystallize 17.6 g (Y. 62%) of Boc- 
10 Mta-OSu. 

1 H NMR (CDCI 3 , 270 MHz): 8 1.47 (s, 9H), 2.19 (s, 3H), 2.85 (s, 4H), 3.02 (ABX, 14.2 Hz, 6.2 Hz, 1H), 3.12 
(ABX, 14.2 Hz, 5.1 Hz, 1H), 4.88 (m, 1H), 5.34 (m, 1H) . 

[Process 2] 

15 

To 8.64 g (1 8.6 mmol) of Boc-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu, 46.5 ml (186 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane was 
added, and the reaction mixture was stirred for 1.5 h, concentrated under reduced pressure, and dissolved in 
50 ml of DMF. To this, 2.58 ml (1 8.6 mmol) of triethylamine and 7.40 g (22.3 mmol) of Boc-Mta-OSu were added 
successively under ice cooling. After stirring for 1 .5 h, 0.83 ml (5.9 mmol) of triethylamine was added and stir- 

20 ring was continued for 1 .5 h. The reaction mixture was filtered and the filtrate was concentrated under reduced 
pressure. To the residure, 200 ml of 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution and 20 ml of ether were added and precip- 
itates formed were collected by filtration. The precipitates were washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution, 
5% citric acid aqueous solution, water, 50% aqueous acetone, and hexane succesively, dried under reduced 
pressure to give 9.00 g (Y. 83%) of Boc-Mta-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu which was converted to Qoa-Mta-AHPBA- 

25 Thz-NH-tBu by the similar method with the process 5 of the Example 3. 

Example 12 

To a solution of 3.00 g (12.8 mmol) of Boc-Mta-OH and 1.78 g (12.8 mmol) of p-nitro phenol [HONp] in 16 
30 ml of THF-chloroform (1:1), 2.89 g (14.1 mmol) of DCC was added under ice cooling. After stirring for 1 h, the 
reaction mixture was filtered to remove tyW-dicyclohexylurea, and concentrated under reduced pressure. 
To the residure, 2-propanol is added to crystallize Boc-Mta-ONp which is used in stead of Boc-Mta-OSu in the 
similar method with the process 2 of the Example 11 and converted to Qoa-Mta- AH PBA-Thz-N H-tBu . 

35 Example 13 

To 1.50 g (2.58 mmol) of Boc-Mta-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu, 13 ml (52 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane 
was added under ice cooling, and the reaction mixture was stirred for 80 m in, concentrated under reduced pres- 
sure, and dissolved in 15 ml of DMF. To this, 0.36 ml (2.58 mmol) of triethylamine, 0.57 g (2.84 mmol) of 1- 
40 naphthoxyacetic acid [Noa-OH], 0.40 g (2.58 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate and 0.58 g (2.83 mmol) of DCC were 
added successively under ice cooling. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature overnight and 
treated similarly with the process 5 of the Example 3 to give 1 .40 g (Y. 81 %) of Noa-Mta-AH PBA-Thz-NH-tBu. 

Example 14 

45 

[Process 1] 

Tea solution of 5.00 g (19.1 mmol) of (R)-3-ferNbutoxycarbonyl-5,5-dimethyl-1 ,3-thiazolidine-4-carboxylic 
^cid f3oc-Dtc-OH: {R) configuration unless otherwise noted] in 40 ml of THF, 2.20 g (19.1 mmol) of HOSu and 
so 4.30 9 (21 .0 rnmcf) of DCC were added successively under ice cooling. After stirring for 2 h at room temperature, 
10 tm? (21 mmol) of terf-bu:ylamine was added under ice cooling and the reaction mixture was treated similarly 
with the process 1 of the Example 3 to give 4.20 g (Y. 70%) of Boc-Dtc-NH-tBu. 

1H NMR (CDCI3, 270 MHz): 5 1.35 (s, 9H), 1.42 (s, 3H), 1.46 (s, 9H), 1.55 (s, 3H), 3.90 (bs, 1H), 4.62 (s, 2H), 
5.76 (b, 1H). 

55 

[Process 2] 

To 15.0 g (47.4 mmol) of Boc-Dtc-NH-tBu, 17.6 ml (141 mmol) of 8 M solution of methanesulfonic acid in 
acetonitrile was added. After stirring for 1 h, 90 ml of ether and 49 ml of 4 N NaOH aqueous solution were 
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added under ice cooling to extract the product. The aqueous layer was extracted with 1 00 ml of ether and the 
combined ether solution was washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution and saturated NaCI aqueous solution 
succesively, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and evaporated under reduced pressure. The residue was crystallized by ad- 
5 dition of 15 ml of hexane to give 9.9 g (Y. 97%) of H-Dtc-NH-tBu. 

'H NMR (CDCI 3 , 270 MHz): 6 1.32 (s, 3H), 1.37 (s, 9H), 1.68 (s, 3H), 2.8 (b, 1H), 3.32 (s, 1H), 4.17 and 4.26 
(AB, 9.7 Hz, 2H), 6.31 (b, 1H). 

[Process 3] 

10 

To a solution of 4.09 g (13.8 mmol) of Boc-AHPBA-OH and 3.00 g (13.8 mmol) of H-Dtc-NH-tBu in 15 ml 
of DMF-chloroform (1:1), 2.12 g (13.8 mmol) of HOBtmonohydrate and 3.14 g (15.2 mmol) of DCC were added 
successively under ice cooling. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 2 days and concen- 
trated under reduced pressure. To the residure, 40 ml of ether and 40 ml of 5% citric acid aqueous solution 
15 were added and the resultant mixture was stirred for 15 min and filtered. The organic layer was washed with 
5% citric acid aqueous solution, filtered, washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution and saturated NaCI aqu- 
eous solution succesively, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and evaporated under reduced pressure to give 6.38 g (Y. 93%) 
of Boc-AHPBA-Dtc-NH-tBu. 

20 [Process 4] 

To 3.00 g (6.07 mmol) of Boc-AHPBA-Dtc-NH-tBu, 15.2 ml (60.8 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane was 
added under ice cooling, and the reaction mixture was stirred for 1 h, concentrated under reduced pressure, 
and dissolved in 15 ml of DMF-chloroform (1:1). To this, 0.845 ml (6.07 mmol) of triethylamine, 1.43 g (6.08 

25 mmol) of Boc-Mta-OH, 0.93 g (6.07 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate and 1.38 g (6.7 mmol) of DCC were added 
successively under ice cooling. The reaction mixture was allowed to warm to room temperature, stirred over- 
night, and concentrated under reduced pressure. To the residure, 40 ml of ether and 40 ml of 5% citric acid 
aqueous solution were added and the resultant mixture was stirred for 15 min and filtered. The organic layer 
was washed with 5% citric acid aqueous solution, filtered, washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution and satu- 

30 rated NaCI aqueous solution succesively, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and evaporated under reduced pressure to give 
3.43 g (Y 92%) of Boc-Mta-AHPBA-Dtc-NH-tBu. 

[Process 5] 

35 To 1.90 g (3.11 mmol) of Boc-Mta-AHPBA-Dtc-NH-tBu, 7.7 ml (31 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane 

was added under ice cooling, and the reaction mixture was stirred for 1 h, concentrated under reduced pres- 
sure, and dissolved in 15 ml of DMF. To this, 0.475 ml (3.4 mmol) of triethylamine, 0.82 g (4.0 mmol) of 5Qoa- 
OH, 0.48 g (3.11 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate and 0.83 g (4.0 mmol) of DCC were added successively under 
ice cooling. The reaction mixture was allowed to warm to room temperature, stirred overnight, and concentrated 

40 under reduced pressure. To the residure, 40 ml of ethyl acetate and 40 ml of 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution 
were added and the resultant mixture was stirred for 15 min and filtered. The organic layer was washed with 
5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution and saturated NaCI aqueous solution succesively, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and 
evaporated under reduced pressure. The residue was crystallized from ethyl acetate-hexane to give 1 .60 g (Y. 
74%) of Qoa-Mta-AHPBA-Dtc-NH-tBu. 

45 

Example 15 

To a solution of 5.15 g (34.5 mmol) of L-peniciliswtoe ?n 50 of wate?, 3.4 ntf (1.3 •3c\of 37% foi *;a!in 
containing 8% methanol was added and the -bsviV *?ni mixture was stirred overrent* c * ::oin ter:w&&t\ut&. To 

50 this, 7.2 ml (1.5 eq) of triethylamine and a . of 9.07 & (1.2 eq) ai dHteri-butyi aicasbojfii-j to mi of 

THF were added and the mixture was stirrec > h at room temperature, washed with etftsr, ssc&fifted (pH 3} 
by citric acid, and extracted with ethyl aceta: . .u& u$*:iic tuft-aci w^hfcd wkn 6% -effete &rM aqueeitt 
solution and saturated NaCI aqueous solution .^cc£s*ve(y, dried over N%S.G 4V evaporated under raducecr pres- 
sure, and crystallized in hexane to give 8.39 g*<Y. 92%) of (R)-3^(a^butoxycarbonyl-5,5-dimethyi-1,34hiazo- 

55 lidine-4-carboxylic acid [Boc-Dtc-OH]. 

1 H NMR (CDCI3): 8 1.44 (s, 3H), 1.49 (s, 9H), 1.61 (s, 3H), 4.22 and 4.35 (b, 1H), 4.63 and 4.69 (b, 2H), 7.7 
(b,1H) 
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Example 16 
[Process 1] 

5 

To a solution of 3.48 g (11.8 mmol) of Boc-AHPBA-OH and 2.55 g (11.8 mmol) of H-Dtc-NH-tBu in 13 ml 
of DMF-dlchloromethane (1:1), 1.81 g (11.8 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate and 2.43 g (11.8 mmol) of DCC were 
added successively under ice cooling. The reaction mixture was stirred for 20 h at room temperature and con- 
centrated under reduced pressure. To the residure, 30 ml of ether and 30 ml of 5% citric acid aqueous solution 
10 were added and the resultant mixture was stirred and filtered. The organic layer was washed with 5% citric 
acid aqueous solution, filtered, washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution and saturated NaCI aqueous sol- 
ution succesively, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , and evaporated under reduced pressure to give 5.02 g (Y. 89%) of Boc- 
AHPBA-Dtc-NH-tBu. 

15 [Process 2] 

To 3.95 g (8.0 mmol) of Boc- AH P B A- Dtc- N H-tBu , 20 ml (80 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane was add- 
ed, and the reaction mixture was stirred for 30 min at room temperature, concentrated under reduced pressure, 
and dissolved in 50 ml of DMF. To this, 1.1 ml (8.0 mmol) of triethylamine, 4.24 g (12.0 mmol) of p-nitro phenyl 

20 {S)-2-tert- butoxycarbonylamino-3-carbamoylpropanoate [Boc-Asn-ONp: (S) configuration unless otherwise 
noted], and 1.3 ml (12.0 mmol) of A/-methylmorpholine were added successively under ice cooling. After stirring 
for 1 h at room temperature, 1.84 g (12.0 mmol) of HOBt monohydrate was added and stirring was continued 
for 14 h. The reaction mixture was concentrated under reduced pressure and partitioned between 100 ml of 
ethyl acetate and 50 ml of 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution. The aqueous layer was extracted with 50 ml of ethyl 

25 acetate and the combined organic solurion was washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution, 5% citric acid aqu- 
eous solution, and saturated NaCI aqueous solution succesively, dried overNa 2 S0 4 , evaporated under reduced 
pressure to give 5.20 g of crude Boc-Asn-AHPBA-Dtc-NH-tBu. To 2.60 g of the crude product, 10 ml (40 mmol) 
of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane was added, and the mixture was stirred for 1 h at room temperature, and evapo- 
rated under reduced pressure. The residure was tritulated in ether to give 1.76 g (Y. 81%) of H-Asn-AHPBA- 

30 Dtc-NH-tBu hydrochloride. 

Process 3] 

To a solution of 1.45 g (2.7 mmol) of H-Asn-AHPBA-Dtc-NH-tBu hydrochloride in 20 ml of DMF, 0.37 ml 
35 (2.7 mmol) of triethylamine, 0.59 g (2.9 mmol) of 1-naphthoxyacetic acid [Noa-OH], 0.41 g (2.7 mmol) of HOBt 
monohydrate and 0.60 g (2.9 mmol) of DCC were added successively under ice cooling. The reaction mixture 
was stirred at room temperature overnight, filtered to remove insoluble matter, and partitioned between 50 ml 
of ethyl acetate and 20 ml of 5% citric acid aqueous solution. The aqueous layer was extracted with 30 ml of 
ethyl acetate and the combined organic solurion was washed with 5% citric acid aqueous solution, 5% NaHC0 3 
40 aqueous solution, and saturated NaCI aqueous solution succesively, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , evaporated under re- 
duced pressure, and purified by silica-gel column chromatography (chloroform-met hanol) to give 1.10 g (Y. 
59%) of Noa- Asn-AH PB A- Dtc-N H-tBu. 

Example 17 

45 

[Process 1] 

To a suspension of 2.03 g (10 mmol) of Qoa-OH and 1.35 g (10 mmol) of HOBt in 10 ml of DMF, a solution 
of 2.27 g (11 mmol) of DCC in 1 0 ml of DMF was added under ice cooling and the resultant mixture was stirred 

50 for 1 h. To this, a DMF solution of (R)-methylthioalanine methyl ester [H-Mta-OCH 3 ], which was prepared from 
1.86 g (10 mmol) of the corresponding hydrochloride by neutralization with 1.39 ml (10 mmol) of triethylamine 
in 15 ml of DMF, was added under ice cooling and the reaction mixture was allowed to warm to room temper- 
ature, stirred overnight, and diluted with 50 ml of ethyl acetate. To this, 70 ml of 1 0% citric acid aqueous solution 
was added dropwise under ice cooling and the mixture was stirred for 20 min at room temperature and filtered. 

55 To the filtrate, 50 ml of 10% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution was added and the aqueous layer was extracted with 
ethyl acetate. The conbined organic solution was washed with 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution and 5% NaCI 
aqueous solution succesively, treated with 0.2 g of activated carbon, and evaporated under reduced pressure. 
The residue was crystallized by addition of hexane to give 2.28 g (Y. 68%) of Qoa-Mta-OCH 3 . 
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[Process 2] 

To a solution of 1 .34 g (4.0 mmol) of Qoa-Mta-OCH 3 in 20 ml of methanol, 1 .0 ml (4.0 mmol) of 4 N NaOH 
5 aqueous solution was added under ice cooling. After stirring for 3.5 h, the reaction mixture was neutralized by 
0.23 mi (4.0 mmol) of acetic acid and evaporated under reduced pressure. The residue was dissolved in 40 ml 
of 0.1 N NaOH aqueous solution, filtered to remove insoluble matter, and washed with 20 ml of dichlorome- 
thane. The aqueous solution was neutralized with 1 N hydrochloric acid to adjust pH 7 and the precipitates 
formed were collected by filtration, washed with 10 ml of cold water, and dried under reduced pressure to give 
10 0.89 g(Y. 70%)ofQoa-Mta-OH. 

[Process 3] 

To a solution of 15.8 g (34 mmol) of Boc-AHPBA-Thz- NH-tBu, which was prepared by the similar method 
15 with the process 1-3 of the Example 3, in 40 ml of dichloromethane, 85 ml (340 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in 
dioxane was added. Aftert stirring for 2 h, the reaction mixture was diluted with 240 ml of water and filtered. 
The aqueous layer of the filtrate was diluted with 80 ml of methanol, neutralized by portionwise addition of 34 
g of NaHC0 3 , and stirred overnight. The precipitates formed were collected by filtration, washed with 80 ml 
of water-met hanol (1:1), and dried under reduced pressure to give 8.12 g (Y. 65%) of H-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBU. 

20 

[Process 4] 

To a solution of 1.31 g (4.1 mmol) of Qoa-Mta-OH, 1 .50 g (4.1 mmol) of H- AH PBA-Thz-N H- tBu , and 0.55 
g (4.1 mmol) of HOBt in 38 ml of DMF, a solution of 0.93 g (4.5 mmol) of DCC in 3 ml of DMF was added under 

25 ice cooling and the reaction mixture was allowed to warm to room temperature, stirred overnight, and diluted 
with 30 ml of ethyl acetate. To this, 30 ml of 10% citric acid aqueous solution was added dropwise under ice 
cooling and the mixture was stirred for 1 h at room temperature and filtered. To the filtrate, 20 ml of 5% NaHC0 3 
aqueous solution was added and the aqueous layer was extracted with 30 ml of ethyl acetate. The conbined 
organic solution was washed with 5% K 2 C0 3 aqueous solution and 5% NaCI aqueous solution successively, 

30 and evaporated under reduced pressure. The residue was purified by silica-gel column chromatography (di- 
chloromethane-ethanol) to give 2.30 g (Y. 84%) of Qoa-Mta-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu. 

Example 18 

35 [Process 1] 

To a solution of 1.00 g (2.74 mmol) of H-AHPBA-Thz- NH-tBu, 0.60 g (2.74 mmol) of Boc-Val-OH, and 0.37 
g (2.74 mmol) of HOBt in 15 ml of DMF, 0.58 g (3.01 mmol) of EDC hydrochloride was added under ice cooling. 
After stirring overnight at room temperature, the reaction mixture was diluted with 90 ml of 5% citric acid aqu- 
40 eous solution. The precipitates formed were collected by filtration, washed with 3% K 2 C0 3 aqueous solution 
and hot methanol successively, and dried under reduced pressure to give 0.92 g (Y. 60 %) of Boc-Val-AHPBA- 
ThZ-NH-tBU. 

[Process 2] 

45 

To 0.92 g (1.64 mmol) of Boc-Val-AHPBA-Thz-NH-tBu, 4.1 ml (16 mmol) of 4 M HCI solution in dioxane 
was added, and the reaction mixture was stirred for 1 h at room temperature, concentrated under reduced pres- 
sure, and diluted with ether. The precipitates formed were collected by filtration, dried under reduced pressure, 
and dissolved in 10 ml of DMF. To this, 0.23 ml (1.64 mmol) of triethylamine, 0.40 g (1.97 mmol) of Qoa-OH, 

CO 0.30 g (1 .97 mmol) of HOBt, and 0.38 g (1 .97 mmol) of EDC hydrochloride were added successively under ice 
c oling and the reaction mixture was stirred overnight at room temperature. After evaporation under reduced 
; . essure, the residue was partitioned between ethyl acetate and of 5% NaHC0 3 aqueous solution. The organic 
solution was washed with saturated NaCI aqueous solution, dried over Na 2 S0 4 , evaporated under reduced 
pressure, and purified by silica-gel column chromatography to give 0.65 g (Y. 60%) of Qoa-Val-AH PBA-Thz- 

55 NH-tBu. 

Example 19 

The similar method with the process 2 of the Example 18 may give Pyoa-Val-AHPBA- Thz-NH-tBu by use 
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of 3-pyridyloxyacetic acid [Pyoa-OH] instead of Qoa-OH. 

5 Claims 

1. A proces for producing peptide derivative of formula (1) or salt thereof 



10 



15 



,Ph 



OX OH 



CONHR 3 



(1) 



which comprises condensation of peptide derivative of formula (2) 



20 



25 




.Ph 




OH 



CONHR 3 



(2) 



30 with carboxylic acid of formula (3) 



An 



35 



XOOH 



(3) 



wherein R 1 and R 2 are selected from C r C 6 alkyl groups and hydrogen atom, R 3 is a C r Ce alkyl group, X 
is a methylthiomethyl, methanesulfonylmethyl, carbamoylmethyl, or C r C 6 alkyl group, and Ar is an aryl 
or heteroaryl group. 

40 2. A process for producing peptide derivative of formula (1) or salt thereof which comprises condensation 
of peptide derivative of formula (4) 



45 




50 



N i „R' 



CONHR 9 (4) 



with protected amino ack J farauia (fy) 



55 



A H 

A^N^^COOH 

* (5') 



18 



EP 0 574 135 A1 

wherein A* is Ar-0-CH 2 -CO and Ar, R 1 , R 2 , R 3 and X are as defined in Claim 1. 
A process for producing peptide derivative (1) or salt thereof 

.Ph 

o o 




0 Y T B T \> R1 

ox oh Y'^R 2 

CONHR 3 



which comprises condensation of protected amino acid of formula (6) 



COOH (6) 



with amine of formula (7) 

H 2 N-R 3 (7) 
to give a protected amino amide of formula (8) 



A 1 -N I ^R 1 




*R 2 

CONHR 3 (8), 
deprotection of said protected amino amide to give amino amide of formula (9) 



H-N I^R 1 




'R 2 

CONHR 3 (9), 

condensation of said amino amide with protected amino acid of formula (10) 

.Ph 

XOOH 




A 2 -N 
H 

OH 

to give protected peptide of formula (11) 



(10) 
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.Ph 



A 2 -N 
H 




OH 



ys 

CONHR 3 (11), 



deprotection of said protected peptide to give peptide derivative of formula (4) 

.Ph 



H,N 




ys 



OH y -R2 

CONHR 3 (4), 



condensation of said peptide derivative with protected amino acid of formula (5) 



H 



A^N.^COOH 



(5) 



to give protected peptide of formula (12) 



,Ph 



H 

A 3 -N 





N I .R 1 




oh y "R 2 

CONHR 3 (12), 



deprotection of said protected peptide to give peptide derivative of formula (2) 

.Ph 



H 2 N 





N I ^R 




oh y "R 2 

CONHR 3 (2), 
and condensation of said peptide derivative with carboxylic acid of formula (3) 



"O XOOH (3), 
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wherein A 1 , A 2 , and A 3 are amino-protective groups and R 1 , R 2 , R 3 and Ar are as defined in Claim 1. 
A process for producing peptide derivative (1) or salt thereof 



Ph 

O 




N I 




oh y ^ R2 

CONHR 3 (1) 



which comprises condensation of protected amino acid of formula (6) 



A 1 -N I ^R 1 




•R 2 

COOH (6) 

with amine of formula (7) 

H 2 N-R 3 (7) 
to give a protected amino amide of formula (8) 



A 1 -N I J* 




S R 2 

CONHR 3 (8), 
deprotection of said protected amino amide to give amino amide of formula (9) 



CONHR 3 (9), 
condensation of oatd amino amide w«th protected amino acid of formula (10) 



ph 



, .CCD;* 

K 

0W (10) 

to give protected peptide of formula (11) 
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Ph 

0 




A 2 -N^ N | ^R 1 

H 




OH y ^R2 

CONHR 3 (11)^ 

deprotection of said protected peptide to give peptide derivative of formula (4) 

.Ph 

O 




H 2 N ^ N I .R 1 




OH y ^ R 2 

CONHR 3 (4) } 

and condensation of said peptide with protected amino acid of formula (5') 

, H 

A 4 -N Ns ^,COOH 

X (5') 

wherein A 4 is Ar-O-CHz-CO and A 1 , A 2 , Ar, R 1 , R*, R3 and X are as defined in Claim 3. 
A process for producing amino acid derivative of formula (6) 



A 1 -N I .R 1 




R 2 

COOH (6) 

wherein A 1 represents terf-butoxycarbonyl which comprises cyclization of compound of formula (13) 

SH 



H 2 N 




.R 1 
R 2 

COOH (13) 



or salt thereof using formaldehyde and subsequent one-pot amino-protection using di-terf- butyl dit 
bonate, wherein R 1 and R 2 are as defined in Claim 1 . 

A process for producing amino acid derivative of formula (5) 
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H 

A^N^^COOH 

X (5) 



wherein X is methylthiomethyl and A 3 represents tert- butoxycarbonyl which comprises methylation of cys- 
teine and subsequent one-pot ami no- protection using di-ferf-butyl dicarbonate. 

A process according to Claim 3 or 4 wherein amino acid derivative (6) is of formula 




wherein A 1 represents ferf-butoxycarbonyt and is obtained by cyclization of compound of formula (13) 




or salt thereof using formaldehyde and subsequent one-pot amino-protectlon using di-ferf-butyl dicarbon- 
ate. 

A process according to Claim 3 wherein amino acid derivative (5) is of formula 



H 

A 3 -NL XOOH 



Y 

X (5) 



wherein X is methylthiomethyl and A 3 is ferf-butoxycarbonyl and is obtained by methylation of cysteine 
and subsequent one-pot amino-protection using di-ferf-butyl dicarbonate. 
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